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SUBJECT: "Aphids"...Information from the gardening specialists of the United States 
Department of Agriculture. 


And now...in my best Southern drewl...I have a riddle. What insect is the 
ant's favorite? Well...of course...ants like aphids. Because they, (and I don't 
mean our mothers! or fathers! sisters) get a fluid substance from aphids and use 
it as a food. 

As far as we human beings are concerned, the aphid's a pest. Garden specialists 
of the United States Department of Agriculture warn gardeners to watch for thea and 
be ready. They don't chew up plants, they suck the sap. This sucking causes leaves 
to curl and it weakens and gradually kills the young shoots. 

In case you don't recognize aphids..or plant lice...when you see them, herc's 
what you want to look for. Small soft bodicd insects. Usually grcon, but sometimes 

- pinkish, brown or black. When you sce onc, it most likcly won't be by itself. 
Aphids attack in hords. Thcy collect on ends of shoots and you may find them also 
on the underside of leaves. 

Because aphid infestations build up rapidly, you want to start to work the 
minute you find them in your garden. Prevention's the cure. If you can keep kill- 
ing off aphids as they appear, ginece are you won't have to struggle against over- 
whelming numbers cf them. 

Treatments heve to be applied so they touch the bocics of the plant lice 
lirectly. Mere dustings with the usual inscct poisons don't stop them because they 
get their food from inside tho leaves. Nicotine dust will kill aphids. And so 
will nictine sulfate used as @ spray. A strong soap solution...about one pound of 
soap to five gallons of water will do the job too. 

If you want more information about how to prepare these mixtures, esk your 
local victory garden leader or your county agricultural agent. They'll be glad to 


help. 4-20-45 


